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Fon we are unto God a ſweet ſavour, Cc. 


Wo parts of Chap. 1. Shewing the 

> 8! cauſes of his Indulgence towards 
chat excommunicate perſon , giving 
order for his reception into Fellow- 

ſhip upon his repentance teſtified. 
2. The ſucceſſe of his Miniſtry, v.14- 
ES Now thanks be to God, &c. The praiſe 


ceſſe of our Miniſtrie is to be aſcri- 


with the Breath of the Apoſtles preaching into all parts 
of the world, and doth ſweeten and ſeaſon them with 
ſaving knowledge.q.d.God never placeth the faithful mi- 
niſtry of the Goſpell in any place, but he uſeth co make 
it avorie and fruitfull unto ſome, in every place ſome 
were ſeaſoned with it. Oh. If ſo, why then doe ſo many in 
every place reject the Goſpell as an odious thing ? You 
ſtinbee in the neſtrills of ſome , and are counted as the filth of 
the world: Sol: True, unto ſome men we are ſo, but yet, un- 
to God, in his eſteeme and account of us, we are a ſ weet 
ſayour of Chriſt; the knowledge of Je ſus / Chriſt ſpread 

B abroad 


(2) 
abroad by us is pleaſing to God, though not ſalvificall to 
all, q. d. we are a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt , we are pleaſing, 
gratefull,and delightfull to God, becauſe, by us is ſent a- 
broad the ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, the knowledge of his 
ſweet mercy and grace to the corrupt world, to ſave filthy 
finners,that lay rotting and ſtinking in their ſinnes. v. 16, 
This ſweet doctrine is indifferently preacht to all, but it 
worketh in a very different manner, for as much as being 
reccived by beleevers,it produceth in them life and ſalva» 
tion, but being rejected by unbeleevers,it ſealeth up their 
condemnation it is a killing word to them. Wee preach 
Chriſt a Saviour fot to know him, it is eternall life, but 
to them that diſobey him, a Judge. To ſome Chriſt prea- 
ched is the power of God,and the wiſdome of God. To 
others he is fooliſh neſſe, his Goſpell is unſavorie, a dead 
thing. To the one fort he is a ſavour of life( ia vitall ſa- 
vour,of ſpirituall tife to life eternall , of ſpirituall death 
unto death eternall to the other. In the words. 3. 1. the 
nature of the Goſpell,a ſweet favour. 2. The eſteem that 
God hath of his Minifterie, they are unto hima ſweet 
ſavour fortheir works ſake. 3. The power of the Goſpell, it 
is unto life or unto death; the one is effectus per /e , that 
which comes from it in its own nature; the other per de- 
cidens that which follows upon the neglect & contempt 
of,/4. The difficultie of this calling, who is ia» 2; ſuffici- 
ent? he remoues from himſelſe the ſuſpicion of arrogan- 
cie;far, neither he not they are ſufficient, Foure doctrines. 
- Firſt,a ſound Miniſterie is a ſavorie Miniſterie , it ſends 
forth a ſweet favour of Chriſt co perfume the world: or 
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TheGoſpell Purely preached brings with it a ſweet ſmell , 


&favour to theſoules of Gods elect Second doRrine The 


faithfull Miniſters of Chriſt are well pleaſing, as a ſweet - 


ſmelling ſavour unto God both in them that be ſaved & 
in them that periſh. God eſteemes ſo of them , however 
the ſucceſſe be. Third dorine. The ſame Miniſtery and 
the ſame doArine preacht indifferently to all, hath not 


the ſame effects in all. It is to ſome a doctcine of life and 
| ſalvation, 
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ſalvation,it hath 4 ſpirituall ſavour and relliſh, but to o- 
thers it is a deadly favour, itdoes the no good. Fourth 
doctrine. Men are to be reckned in a ſlate of life or 
death,o f periſhing or being ſaved, according as they doe, 
or doe not receive the ſavour,and relliſh the docttine of 
our miniſterie of the Goſpell ; (foi ſo the perſons are 
here diſtributed) I madechoyce of this Text becauſe 
from hence atiſeih the fountaine of your everlaſting 
weale or woe, from peoples reſpec or diſre ſpect to this 
ordinance, I thinke you are glad to.ſee me now. But 
your aymes upon me ſhonld be ſpirituall , for ſpirituall 
good. What the iſſue will be God knowes; if he hath 
more work for me, he will reſtore me to his houſe, and 
ma ke you more diligent hearefs , that ſo both may te- 
joyce together: Firſt doctrine, A ſound Miniſtrie fends 
forth a ſweet favour. The Breath of the Goſpell is a 
ſweer odour or ſmell; and Gods faithfull Miniſters are 
they that carry it, & blow it abroad to perfume & ſeaſon 
the ſoules of ſinners, that ly ſtinking in their (ins and in 
a ſtate of condemnation Miniſters are(in regard of their 
neceſſitie and utilitie, or benefit to the world)compared 
to light, to ſhine to them that ſit in darkneſſeʒ to ſalt, to 
ſeaſon and preſerve from putrifying; and in this place 
to a ſweet perfume, to make the men of earth to ſavour 
of Chriſt,of Religion, of Heaven. And that for two Rea- 
ſons. Firſt Reaſon, Becauſe they _ the myſtery and 
riches of Gods grace in Chriſt to loſt and undone man- 
kinde: Mary Magdalen brought a Box of ointment of 
Spiknard,very pretious; And ſhe brake the Box, and pou- 
red it on Chriſt's head. and the houſe Was filled,” Mark. 14. 3. 
oh 12. 3. Chriſt himſelfe is like that Box; the Miniſters 
open it, the Treaſures of wiſdome and mercy, that be in 
Chtiſt, and poute it on your heads; & the whole houſe 
where they preach is filled with the odout thereof; you 


. carry the ſent of it upon you all the weeke after, yea as 


long as you live, Thus Cart 1. 3. Chtiſt is compared to 
tich oyntments: ( becauſe of the ſavony of thy good eim - 
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ments.) Chriſt was filled with all Graces,anointed with 
the holy Ghoſt and Power, & the ſavour of chele oint- 
ments is ſmelt , when the Goſpell preached is perceived 
by ſenſe, or judgement for, by ſmell or favours is meant 
knowledge by ſenſe and feeling]. It followes. Thy name 
As ointment powredforth; Chtiſts name is by interpreta- 
tion, Anointed, By his name is meant the docttine of his 
gtace, the law of faith, and the preaching of that grace is 
called the Bearing ef (hriſts name before the Gentiles, 
Act, 9. 15. That's the pouring forth of that ointment, 
T herefore dee the Virgins love thee(that is ) They that bee 
choſen of God and faithfull, who ſerve God with chaſt 
and pure mindes, and are not tainted with the common 
pollutions of the world. Theſe love Chriſt, they follow 
him, they are taken with the odour of his pretious oint- 
ments,which they perceive ſenſible to revive and refreſh 
their ſoules. The ſecond reaſon is: Becauſe the breath 
of cheir doArine doth blow upon dead ſoules, and doth 
breath into them the ſpirit of life. In Exe. 37.9. the 
Propher was willed to propheſie unto the winde, & ſay, 


come O winde, and blowe upon theſe ſlaine, that they may live. 


ſo, I prophecied,and the breath same into them, and they li- 
ved. The ſavour of Chriſts doctrine is like this breath, 
(ant 4.16.eAwake 0 North winde, and blo upon my gar- 
den, that the ſpice thereof may flow ont: By this blowing is 
_ the miniſtration of his word and ſpirit beſtow- 
ed on his people for their ſpiritual! reviving and refre- 
ſhing, As on the contrary; The reſtraint of Gods graces 
by wholſome doctrine, is ſignified by fowre eAngells hol- 
ding the foure windes of the earth, that the winde ſhould not 
blowe on the earth nor on the ſea, Rev 7. 1. The favour of 
the knowledge of Chriſt is a breath of life; it is that by 
which corruption is purged away, which whenit enters 
into the ſoule, it doth become a ſavenr of life unto life; 
God maketh our words ſavorie and fruitfull to the E- 
lect:Againe, in this Metaphor of ſweet ſavour,is an allu- 
ſion to the ointment, and the ſweet incenſe, which he 
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Prieſts offered with their ſacrifices. So by the Goſpell 
we ſeaſon the ſoules of men, and bring them as a ſweet 
facrifice unto God. See Rem 15. 15. 16. He ſpeaks of his 
miniſtration. That I ſhould be the Miniſter of Feſns Chriſt 
to the Centiles, & c. and the effect of it was, By it he had 
prepared a ſacrifice for God, the offeting up of the Gen- 
tiles. They were unto God an offering of a ſweet ſavour, 
acceptable to God, being ſanRified by the holy Ghoſt. 
A Sacrifice ofthe Goſpell muſt not be a dead thing, it 
muſt not be an uncleane or corrupt thing, But being 
breathed upon with this ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, Ve offer 
aur ſelves to God a living ſacrifice , holy and acceptable by 
PFeſus Chriſt, Rom:12.1. By preaching of faith we receive 
the ſpirit, Gal.3.2.The third Reaſon. It ſends forth a ſweet 
ſavour of Chriſt to them that are already planted in 
Chriſt garden, to comfort and refreſh their ſpirits, 
When our ſpirits be ſpent and weake, ſweet things burnt 
doe refteſhthem. So ¶ ant. 4. 16. Jlow upon my garden, 
that the ſpices thereof may flow out. The miniſtration of 
the Goſpell cauſeth the ſweet· ſmelling fruits of repen- 
tance, faith. love, prayer, thankſgiving to flow out, that 
theſe fruits doe ripen, all gracesare ſtrengthned and in- 
creaſed. Thus under God we are a ſweet favour of Chriſt, 
(that is we cauſe the ſweet ſavour to be ſent abroad, be- 
cauſe we open Chriſts riches to the world, becauſe by it, 
the dead ſoules are ſeaſoned,and they that live ate com - 
forted and refreſhed. 

Firſt Uſe, Are we a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt > Then ſee 
what a filthie thing ſin is, and what noyſome offenſive 
creatures men are, that have not beene perfumed with 
this heavenly knowledge. Second Uſe, Therefore never 
thinke thou haſt been a good hearer , or haſt profited by 
the Goſpell, till thy whole ſoule be filled and ſeaſoned 
with the favour of Jeſus Chriſt; where the Goſpell is 
purely preached & received, bi reperitur vis odoris CM 
Fi, there the efficacy of Chriſts ſavour is found : your 
rich perfumes of Leather or Cloath, they ate _ 
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things perfumed will carry the ſent for a long time, yea 
it will never quite out: fo if you be perfumed wich the 
knowledge of Chriſt, It will make your affections, your 
delighta, your comforts,your praiſes, yourdiſpraiſes, they 
will all ſavour of Chriſt ; ſo will your tongue, ſo will 
your dealings, ſo will your outward man. They muſt all 
favour of Chriſt, elſe doe not thinke'tis all well, elſe tis 
but like the perfuming of a dead carkaſſe, I obſerve you 
caſt your Roſemariebranches into the graves of your 
friends, the (mell tefteſneth you, but not the dead, be- 
cauſe he is dead. And it is a figne, your ſoules are dead 
under a ſavorie miniſtrie , when they ſtill relliſh and ſa- 
vour of the earth, of rottenneſſe, of folly & vanity: How 
few among uscan ſay,the miniſtrie hath been che ſavour 
of Chriſt to me? Confider your own thoughts & waies, 
your wit,and diſcourſes, what doe they favour of? Of 
Chriſt? Of heavenly — Nay rather of a Playbooke, 
of an Alehouſe, of Arheiſme, of Epicuriſme, of Worldly 
delights. Come to the Stateſmen and Polititians of this 
world, and what doe their counſells ſavour of.OfChriſt? 
is the ſmell of Chriſt upon them? Nay rather of Machi- 
avell,of Turciſme, Come to the Gallants of our time, if 
Chriſt ſhould take them by their powdred hair,by their 
naked backs, by their painted and pictured faces. What 
doe they ſmell off > Of Chriſt 2 Of Grace ? of Modeſty? 
Nay rather of Pride, wantonneſſe , diſcontent at Gods 
workmanſhip,that has made them thus,not faire enough, 
not white enough ? Conſider the waies of Chriſtians, 
their delights,their labours, theit oppreſſions, their cove- 
nant breaking. How little relliſh of Chriſt is to be found? 
Men-may juſtly think,that ſuch have not lived under a 
Miniſterie,that ſavours of Chriſt. Surely all is not well 
with ſucb; Thou art not as yet one planted in the Gar- 
den of ſpices; the ointment of Chriſt, which is the graces 
of the holy Ghoſt , bave not yet deſcended upon thee; 
Chriſt ſpeakes thus to his Church; Cant 4.10. How much 
better in thy love thin wine, and the ſmell of thy — 
thin 


(7) 
then all ſpices, In Cant. 1.2 3.T be Charch admir eth Chriſts 
graces , and preferrech Chriſts love before wine; here 
Chiiſt doth the like of her love towards him:hereChriſt 
ſhewes how much hee is caken with the graces of his 
Church. (hap. 1. The Church extolleth the favour of 
Chriſts oyntments; here Chriſt doth hers. Which did 
ſend forth a ſweet ſavour, like ſweet-ſmelling ſpices. A 
Chriſtian is one anoynted with Chriſfs oyntment, and 
we muſt cary the ſent thereof upon al our aftions:SeeZa. 
14.20.21. It tells you how holineſſe ſhould abound in 
times ofthe Goſpell, In that day there ſhall be upon the Bells 
of the horſes, Holineſſe to the Lord, and the pots in the Lords 
hoaſe ſhall be like the bowles before the Altar: uppon the 
plate, of gold, which the High Prieſt did weare on his. 
foreheadwas engravenHolines to the Lord, Now that title 
muſtbeeupon all things belonging to aChriſtian, (fox we 
are made Prieſts unto our God ) as upon the Btidles A of 
our Hot ſes (that is) upon the inſtruments of war, of our 
labour, and of our Recreatioss. Holineſſe muſk — 
our garments, upon our pots, (that is,) upon tha Inſſtu - 
ments of our eating an d drinking. Upon the Attite of ma- 
ny, may be written not Holineſſe to the Lord, but Pride, 
Lightneſſe, Vanitie,prodigalitie;zupontheir horſes & fur 
niture, Rapine, Plundet, and violence; upon the Bim of 
their diſhes, Exgortign, and oppteſſionʒ upen-:ibes Qua 
exceſſes, & c \hereasevery.thing heloriging ta Ghrtfhr,: 
an ſhould ſavour of Chriſtiagitte. All ibe things and u- 
tenſills and appurtenances of the Temple were counted 
and called holy in their kind, and in ſeverall degtees je- 
ruſalem was an holy city, and every pot in J eruſalam 
Pall be holy to the Lora. The houſe:ohthe Lord was 
more then the city. and the pots thereof more holy. The 
Altar was more holy then the other parts, of the, tem · 
ple. Now the Holineſſe under the Goſpell ſhould thus 
riſe,the pots in jetuſaſem holy to the Lord: like tbe pots. 
in the-Lords houſe: and the pots in the Lords hovſe like 
the Bowles before the Altar, The meaning ſeems wp 
this; 


(8) 
this; that the meaneſt —_ of common and ordinary 
uſe,whether in war or peace,ſhonld now become holy & 
be holity uſed, in the whole carriage & conve. ſation of 
a Chriſtian: whatſoever Chriſtians goe about to doe 
ſhould be as an acceptable ſacrince to the Lord. 1 Pe.2 5. 

The third uſe, how to Judge of a ſound Miniſtry of 
Chriſtzdoes it ſavour of Chriſt > of his doctrine? ſpirit? 
Counſells d of his. righteouſneſſe ? Graces ? of ſalva- 
tion ?'does it tend to ſeaſon bad hearts? ſweeten corrupt 
tongues and lives? To make you relliſh of Chriſt? Tis 
one thing to ſavour of poets, of learning,of moralitie, 
another ro ſavour of Chriſt, of regeneration, Chriſts 
perfume muſt be opened, that our faith may ſtand in his 
wiſdome, and in the power of God. It is a fad thing to 
ſit under a dead, ſapleſſe unſavorie Miniſtrie: But a ſavo- 
rie Miniſtrie is a choice mercy, a pretious bleſſing, 
and ſo to be reckoned of, One that ſavours of Chriſt 
himſelfe, and can ſpread that ſavour unto others: when 
ye can ſmell and taſte Chriſt in his doctrine, in his 
words, in his life, this is a choice mercie,becauſe it 
tends to the ſalvation of ſoules, and they ought to be 
unto us as a pretious perfume. Second doctrine. The 
faithfull Miniſters of Chriſt are pretious, as a ſweet 
ſmelling favour unto God; however the ſucceſſe of 
our Labours be, (unto God ) we are a ſweet ſavour in 
them that are ſaved, and in them that periſh. Paul doth 
digni ie in this ſpeech this ordinance of God, the better 
to worke in people an high eſteeme of it. Howe ver 
the world eſteemes of our office and perſons, yet unto 
God we are a ſweet ſavour. To teſtifie this Eſteeme 
of them, God is not aſhamed to call us his Embaſſa- 
dours 2 Cor. 5. Labourers together with God. 1 Cer. 
3. 9. Choſen weſſells to beare his name before the Gentiles: 
yea even where God is not pleaſed to worke with our 
Miniſtry, ſo far as to make it effectuall to the Conver- 
ſion of men, yet even there our Miniſtry is acceptable 
unto God. He joyeth and taketh pleaſure — 
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God teſtifieth his eſteeme of them, becanſe the injuries 
done to them, God takes as done to himſelfe. As by the 
law of nations injuries doneto an Em baſſadour ate taken 
as done to the Prince that ſends him, he that receaveth 
a Prophet in my name, receaveth me; And he that de- 
ſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, and him that ſent me. And he 
giveth a ſpecial] charge concerning them, toach not mine 
anointed next unts Kings) and doe my Prophets no harme. 
God will revenge the injuries done to them 2 (hren. 36. 
16. Rev 11.5, He that hurteth my witneſs ſhall in like 
manner be killed. It is the laſt fin that goeth before a 
genetall judgment. But they mocked the meſſengers of 
God,till there was no remedy. Its a forerunner of judg- 
ments upon an unthankfull people. Firſt uſe is to ſup - 
port us againſt all diſconragements, the greateſt of 
which is want of ſucceſſe: what ? though the world 
hate us, it hared Chriſt firſt: Paul firſt was made the off- 
ſcouring of the world, even by his owne children, whom 
he had converted to the faith, 1 Cor. 4 14.15.:he might 
expect better eſteeme from ſuch, yet he was hated by 
them. What? though manie periſh, and be the worſe 
for our preaching, yet our labour is acceptable, our 
doArine ſound, God likes us when we preach damnati- 
on to the impenitent, Its a ſavotie doctrine, the breathing 
out of — is the Advancing of Chriſt; The 
breathing out of threatnings is a ſavorie doctrine to 
them that believe it, it mortifies luſts, it kills nothing 
bur (io, it ſaves the ſoule; its unſavorie to a man ſetled 
on his lees, but ſavory to believers. Second uſe if it be a 
ſweet ſavour to God, it ought alſo to be to us, if yee be 
ſonnes of God; O what a mercy the Goſpell is? Its a 
ſigne God hath a people there. The whole courſe of ſa- 
ving mercy is comprehended in that one mercy. When 
Paul would ſumme up the advantages of the few above 
the Gentile, he doth it in this one word, ( Chieſiy Be- 
cauſe unto them were committed the Oracles of God, 
Rom, 3. 2. whereas the Gentiles were ſtrangers to the co- 
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venants of promiſes, and therefore withont hope , and 
without God inthe world, How commeth it then about 
that they which arc ſweet to God , area ſtink in the no, 
ſtrills of the world It is a ſigne our ſenſes ate much diſ- 
tempered: when thoſe words, how beautifull are the feet of 
them which preach glad tidings ſhall be turned, into, how 
ugly are the faces of them that bring this ſweet favour? 
1 har ſenſe alſo is much diſtempered. A deceitfull heart 
hath cauſed them to erre. Let me ſpeake unto England: 
as Paul ſpake of the Fewes, your (Chiefly) your intereſt, 
your Crowne, your glory, lies in this, that thou enjoyeſt 
the breath of life, What advantage hath England above 
other Nations?Much every way: You that are Merchants 
and Travellers knowe it full well;we have enjoyed long 
peace,above foureſcore yeares (that was the longeſt reſt 
that Iſraels land ever enjoyed, ( Judges 3.30. ) Under 
Kings and Queenes, which clothed us with skarlet, made 
filver as ſtones, and gold as the Sycomores, that filled our 
houſes with good « The Riches of other vations 
were brought into us, yea their delights (as Solomon! 
Apes & Peacocks)that which other nations enjoyed ſin- 
gle; we enjoyed them altogether. Our honour and re- 
nowne was ſptead, no feare to him that went out, or to 
him that came in, every one ſate under his own vine, &c. 
Theſe advantages hadſt thou 6 England above other 
people. Yet thy (Chiefly) lay in this; Thou didſt enjoy 
the oracles of God,diſpenſed by a ſound, boly, faithfull 
miniſtrie, By meanes whereof thy land was as the garden 
of ſpices , many thouſands of thy people are gone to 
heaven,and many thouſands yet alive have by their mi» 
niſtrie received and taſted ſo much of Chriſts ſweet ſa- 
your, for which they ſhall bleſſe God. to all eternitie. 
What ayleth thee © Land, that thy Miniſters are become 
hatred in the houſe of thy God, their names a ſcorue & 
deriſion? What evill have they brought unto thee, that 
thou art weary of them ? Nay,may not the Lord expo- 
ſtulate the caſe with thee, and ſay wherein have 1 * 
| e 
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ed thee,o Land, teſtifie againſt me, I have not weatied 
thee with coſtly ſacriſice and incenſe ? Why is that ſlen- 
det maintenance become a burden unto thee now at laſt? 
Is not my Gaſpell worth thy Tenths? Thou oweſt to thy 
Miniſter even thy felfe alſo, Philem. v.19. and doſt thou 
begrudge them of thy Temporalls. O England, art 
thou become a land of ꝙadarers, that to ſave thy Tithes 
wilt ſend away thy Preachers? Is thy ſoule worth no 
more then the price of theſe periſhing things Conſider 
what the change will be : haſt thou forgot thy bleſſed 
Sabaths, and thefruitfull ſolemnities of them, thy com- 
fortable Communion with God in the Sacraments in 
prayer and praiſe? Would it not be a ſad time to ſee a fa- 
mine, not of Bread, but of hearing the word of the Lord: 
To ſee the ſongs and ſolemnities of the Temple turned 
into howlings ? To ſee thoſe holy and beautifull houſes, 
where our Fathers praiſed God. to be burnt with fire, and all 
our pleaſant things to be laid waſte ? Eſa 64. 11. (It was 
the Churches complaint there) what is it an honour to 
thee,that thy Miniſters be of the baſeſt of thy people? 
To ſtarve them that feed thee; yea that ſpend them- 
ſelves to feed thee ? Will it not be griefe of heart to ſee 
the Candleſticke without a light? The Table without 
Bread? That there be neither Light nor Food in the 
_ of God? God be metcitull to an unthankfull peo- 
ple. 

O our God, however it ſhall pleaſe thee to aſſlict us, die not 
take thy Goſpeil from us. Though thou aoft ferd us with 
Bread and Water of Afflictian: yer let not our Paſtors bee 
hid in a corner, but let our eyes ſee aur Teachers, and our 
hearts heare the ſecret voice of the Spirit, accompany ing it, 
Thu i the good way Walk in it. And according to thy good 
promiſe be with thy holy ones,to the end of the world. Let 
the bleſſing of Levi reſt upon their heads, Deut. 33. 8, 10, 11. 


FINIS. 
G 3 


bs 


— 
—— — 4 


* * "# 
«1 
N 1 a 
2 WE 
44 #) 


WC 
te 


* 


2. (1.2.16, To the one a Savonr of c. 


Il Savonr of death unte death, (that is) 
IIa deadly ſavour, an occaſion of their 

IJ farther hardning and impenitencie. 
Arbe Goſpell is to them a dead unſa- 
vourie thing, they =-_ poiſon out 
of the word of life. To the other 


| =d ſort,a Savour of life, (that is) It is a 
quickning word, they feele ſome life in it; and this vitall 
Savour is unto life eternall. It follows, 

The ſame Miniſter,and the ſame doctrine preacht in- 


differently to all, bath not the ſame effects in all. It wor- 3 Doctrine. 


keth in a far different manner. To the one it is ſavorie, 
and fruitfull unto life, To the other it is odious, irkſome 
and unſavorie, unfruitfull , and an occaſion of their far» 
ther — — — death unto them. Even as the 
{ame ſun doth harden the clay, and melt the wax. And as 
the ſame Star is to ſome a motning- Star bringing light 
and day, to others an evening: ſtar bringing darkneſſe & 
night. So the Goſpell is a comfort to ſome , a terrour to 
others, bringing light and1ife to ſome, to others dark- 
neſſe and death, 


1 Cor. 1. 23, 24. We preach Chriſt crucified to the Jewes Proof, 


a ſtumbling-blacke to the Greeks fooliſhnes. But unto them 
which are called both ew and Greeke, Chriſt the power 
of God and wiſdome of God. The Jews ſeek after (ignes, 
they ſee Chriſt crucified through weakneſſe, therefore 
they ſtumble at him. The Greeks ſeek after wiſdome, & 
arguments of reaſon,they diſcourſe of fin and ſalvation, 
and the life to come according to their wit, and Philoſo- 
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phica!l Principles. Tis fooliſhneſle to tell them of Juſti- 
fication by a condemned-perſon, Againe, 1. Pet. 2.7. / 
lay in Sion a chic fe cornerſtone. But there be different o- 
pinions of him, and accordingly different manners of 
receiving him; to ſome he i pretiows; nothing ſo pretious 
asChriſt, nothing ſo honoured asChriſt,nothing ſo deare: 
To the other, he is ſet aſide as a veſſell of no ule , yea he 
is unto them a Roch of offence, they daſh againſt him, and 
periſh:the one believe on him, and are not confounded; 
to the other he is a rock of offence to their fall and ruine 
through their owne diſobedient heartss And thus 
Simeon (aid of Chriſt Luk. 2.34. That Chriſt is ſer for 
the riſing and falling of many in Iſrael: Some that ſtand 
in high eſteeme in the Church ſhall fall, others that be 
low, ſhall beraiſed & comforted: one proofe more, Act. 
13.48, Pauli heaters; ſome ſpeake againſt the things 
which were ſpoken by Paul. But as many, as were ordained 
to life believed; God who hath ordained the end, eter- 
nall life; hath prepared the meanes, and makes the ſame 
eſſectuall to ſome, which are not to others. From this 
his place its cleare: that when ſeverall perſons here the 
ſameSermon,ſee the fame miracles,enjoy the ſame word 
of life, yet to {6 it proves a ſavour of life & c. 1 The 
one is effe tw per ſe, the proper effect of the Goſpell, the 
other per accident through the frowardneſſe of them 
that heare it. 2. Theſe places ſhew what Chriſt, and 
the word preached are ( occaſionally) to ſome men 
through their voluntary reſiſting againſt God 
and his ordinances. And not what they are ( intentio- 
nally)in Gods purpoſe and thoughts, when he firſt gave 
the Goſpell. He intended them for good, though men 
pervert them to their hurt. 2. Againe, it is a deadly 
ſavour, not as if the Goſpell cf its owne nature breathed 
out death to any; fot it is the miniſtry of life. 2 Cor. 3 6,7. 
and the Power of God to ſalvation; but by reaſon that im · 
penitent ſinners will not be healed , they ſet themſelves 


againſt it, and ſo it turnes to their condemnation, 
Whats 


(3) 

Whats the Reaſon of this different manner of wor- 2. 
king: why life to ſome, and death co others, why not 
death to all? 

The Anſwer muſt be divided, ( for, there is not one 4. 
cauſe of both.) Of the event per ſe , which is unto life, 
there is one cauſe)of the event per accidens, which is un- 
to death, the te is another cauſe:TheReaſon of the event 
per ſe is Gods grace, which opens the beart , and bows 
the will to embrace the word of life, ſo amongſt Pauli 
Heaters Act. 13 48. ef: many as Were ordained to eter- 
nall life, Believed:ordaining to etetnall life went before 
their believing. So when the ſeaventie returned , and 
told our Saviour, what good ſucceſſe their i 
had abroad, whereas the Jews which heard Chriſt him- 
ſelfe,repented not ,Chriſt breaketh out into an admira* 
tion of Gods love, 7 thanke thee O Father of heaven and 
earth becauſe t hon haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe ;an d 
what doe we learne fro hence. It does not goe by wit or 
learning:for, it was hid from the prudent and wiſe. Nor 
yet by the excellency of the Preacher; for,Chriſt was 
greater then the Diſciples, yet theirMiniſtry was of greas 
ter efficacy. | 

W here then lies the difference ? God was pleaſed to 
reveale thoſe myſteries to Babes. Even ſo,becanſe it ſce- 
med good in thy fight. Mat. 1 1. 25, 26. with Lak 10 20,21: 
To know theſe myſteries is the Gift of Goa, and being a 
gift, it is free for him to give it to one, aud not to ano- 
ther. Remarkable to this purpoſe is that Rom. 11.7. But 
the Election hath obtained it. The queſtion is propoun- 
ded, verſ. 1. Hath God caſt away his people? No; He proves 
it, firſt, in himſelfe,] am a Jew, therefore all are not caſt 
away, Secondly , God hath not caſt away his people, 
whom he foreknew. What then, how ſtands the matter? 
Why, this is the concluſion,the election hath obtained it, 
the reſt were blinded; the elect have a preeminence a- 
bove the reſt , the God of grace doth ſhine into their 
hearts the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 

in 
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neſt. 


2 nſwer, 


(4) 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. But the God of the world 
hath blinded the minds of them that believe not, leaſt 
the light of the glorious goſpe!l of Chriſt , who is the 
image of God, ſnould ſhine unto them. 2 Cor. 44 6. 

Of the event per accident, occaſionally, it provesa ſa- 
your of death to ſome. 

Now let us conſider what thoſe occaſions are? or what 
thoſe diſtempers ace in the parties themſelves, ſeeing the 
difference cannot be in the ordinanceit ſelfe, which is 
the ſame to both, it muſt be ſought elſewhere. 

I TheGoſpell therefore proves a ſavour of death. 
Firſt, ſometimes on the Miniſters part, when they doe 
not deale faithfully , when by flatteries, they ſay to the 
ſoules that ſhall die,yee ſhall live: This the Lord com- 
plaines of er 6.14.7 hey dealr falſely, they healed the hurt 
of the daughter of my people ſlightly, ſaying , Peace, peace, 
when there was no peace. Thus it comes to paſſe, that the 
poore ſoule is hardned, when men preach the free grace 
of God and mercy , without laying before people the 
conditions, whereupon mercy is promiſed; when we pro» 
miſe them life, and doe not preſſe upon them the neceſ- 
ſitie of holy walking in the path of life , mercy without 
repentance. People muſt be ſound in'repentance,in faith, 
in puritie of conſcience , elſe we can promiſe them no 
peace of conſcience; we muſt put a difference betweene 
pretious and vile per. 15. 19. We muſt not preach as if all 
alike ſhould be ſaved, as if the outward ordinances and 
communion therein were ſufficient; unleſſe yee be cir- 
cumciſed inthe heatt, as well as in the fleſh , baptized 
with the ſpirit, inwardly called, really converted, &c. Ye 
cannot enter into the kingdome of heaven, we muſt deale 
clearely in this point, elle we delude the people. Wee 
muſt tell you , that tis not all your moralities , nor all 
yourcivilities , nor all your formalities in prayer and 
comming to Church, that makes a ſound Chriſtian; yee 
muſt be humbled, & brought into covenant with Chriſt; 


whatſoever is ſhort of regeneration,is ſhort of lalvati - 
on 
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on: Thus Hat.7.22, profeſſion of Chriſts name will 
not ſerve the turne. A diſtinguiſhing Miniſtry is the 
ſavory ſaving Miniſtry, which lets you ſee in what ſtate 
you are, whether in nature, or in Grace; Sheepe, or 
Goates &c. A promiſcuous preaching of Chriſts merc 
to all without any other diſtinguiſhing markes, dot 
cauſe à mis-application ofthe Goſpell; & men, that are 
ſons of death,thinke themſelves Children of life. Poore 
ſouls are blinded to their deſtruction through Miniſters 
fault: we muſt not warrant repentance to be true 
without faith, nor faith to be true in any, chat ſee not 
their curſed ſtate in nature, that feele not their need 
of faith by reaſon of ſin and miſery. Nor can we war- 
rant faith in any Body,that is not become a new Crea- 
ture; and the new-borne deſire to grow by the ſincere 
milke of the word &c. The Goſpel! preachin g mercy to 
the Lumpe is a truth, But that word muſt be tightly di- 
vided,and mercy applyed to whom it is promiſed, 

On the peoples part, foure waies. 1. By reaſon of 
their careleſneſle, cuſtomatineſſe in religion, not Exami- 
ning, Trying, and Applying to themſelves in particular 
the markes and truths deliverd: when the faithfull Mi- 
niſters ſhew the world how their (ins are pardoned, and 
how they muſt get into the Covenant of Grace to have 
their deadly woe removed, people doe not marke it, nor” 
take paines about it, but eſteeme of it as a light matter, 
as if God were beholding to them for hearing the Goſ- 
pel of Salvation. This Cuſtomarineſſe you diſcover by 
careleſneſſe in hearing,and after hearing;ſome lay them 
to ſleepe, others play with their Children, others place 
themſelves out of hearing &c.people plainly ſhew,that 
they come not, as people, that are to deale in matters of 
ſalvation and damnation, If our Goſpell be hid. tis hid to 
them, that are loſt;the light thereof ſhines cleare, but the 
fault is in your ſelves, you ate content to be blindfolded 
andholden back from ſo gieat a treaſure as is cõmunica- 


ted in the Coſpell. O Is it not a fad thing( and yet too 
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trve)thatin many houſes,not one of the familie knowes 
himſelfe to be ſaved? All ſuch ſaving knowledge is a 
myſterie to them? you think you have repented, becauſe 

ou have ſorrowed for ſome particular ſin;and that you 
— faith , becauſe you hold ſome docttines of faith, 
(the Divels doe the ſame,) But how to know your ſelves 
to be the elect of God, though it be clearly laid forth 
by your Miniſters,yet that heavenly truth is not under- 
ſtood , becauſe you are not carefull to trie your ſelves, 
and to prove your eſtate ro be good. All is but a dead 
and unſavorie thing upon your ſpirits. Whereas the 
conſcionable hearer doth finde ſpirituall life in ſuch di- 
ſtinguiſhing eruths ; he is comforted and quickned, fin- 
ding his name to be written in the book of God. 

2 Secondly,it proves a deadly ſavour to you by reaſon 
of the diſcontent, pride, ſelfe- love, and contentiouſneſſe 
of your ſpirits, that will not endure to be reproved, or 
ſearched:you ſtumble at the word through diſobedience, 
be angry with that which ſhould doe you moſt good, 
quarrell at the Light, Now when people be thus ſettled 
on their Lees; when they have ſuch ſtumbling-blocks of 
iniquitie in their hearts, now I ſay, that word which 
brings life to others, brings death to you, yourſee no 

ood in it, As if you ſtir a dunghill , it ſtinks the worſe, 

o if you rake in a fowle heatt, the mud and filth thats in 
it doth ariſe , and corruption works the more; O what 
reaſonivgs and ſidings with (in and Satan? © what an- 
ger and oppoſition againſt the Light? Sin raking occaſion 

y the (ommandement,faies Pawl,wrought in me all maner 
of concupiſcence, Rom. 7. 8. The Law did put no evill moti- 
on into his heart; but Wrought, (that is) did ſtir it up; it 
was there before, it ſet corruption aworke. If the word 
doe not prevaile to ſubdue and purge out corruption; 
then it ſtirs it up and ſets it a working, and ſo proves a 
ſavour of deat h to you, Whereas the ſame doctrines, re- 
proofes,and ſearching trialls ro the ſaved ones do yeeld 
a ſavour of life. Good is the word of the Lord, I am vile, 
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I am uncleane,thy word is truth: Hic ure, hic ſeca, ur in 
eternum parc as. Let thy word cut and not ſpare my heart, 
my deareſt corruptions: Let it diſcover my ignorance, 
my hy pocriſie, my unſoundneſſe in repenta nce, my for- 
malitie in duties, &c. It ſhall not be unto me as an eni- 
mies ſword , but as a Surgions knife, that cuts to heale 
my wound, my feſtered ſoule. Although the word puts 
you to ſtrong fightings, to ſad feares, to doubtings and 
diſputings within your ſelfe , yea to lowd cries through 
depth of ſorrow, and bring you into combates with Sa- 
tan; yet you will ſee, the re is a ſavour of life in it; you 
will not let goe your hold of it, till it bring forth judge- 
ment unto victorie. As one in danger of drowning, will 
take hold of a naked ſword, though it cut him, rather 
thin ſinke in the water; it is better co be cut then drow- 
ned: ſo the ſaved ones will keep and hold faſt the word, 
though with ſome great difficulties, rather then give 0+ 
ver their ſoule into the Divels hands,and themſelves in- 
to perdition, Thus the word is a favour of life to them 
though it cut, and ſmart, there is life in it, it is good, i 
ſweet , they relliſh ſpirituall counſell in it, it proves to 
them a true and faithfull word. Thus by occaſion of 
peoples frowardneſſe, and diſcontent at the word it 
proves odor mort is. 

3 Thirdly, By reaſon of prejudices and hard con- 
ceits of the Preacher, many a ſound truth is loſt and diſ- 
relliſned for the ſake of him, that brings it, as Ahab ſaid 
of Micaiah), Here i one Prophet of the Lord: but I hate 
hm, & c. If the ſame truths were delivered by other men, 
O how pretious would they be ? But ſuch a man I can- 
not endure to heare , though they cannot be charged 
with negligence or unſufficiency, in their Miniſtry,nor 
with ſcandall and diſorder in their lives. But ſome by- 
reſpeAs turnes my our hearts from them, and from 
their Doctrine for their ſakes; As ſome are young, and 
have no judgement, ſome ate old, and they wax childiſh 
againe: ſome are rich, and they are covetous, ſome are 
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poore,and therefore Contemptible, and we will not be 
taught by ſuch: ſome tell the peoples faults in the Pul- 
pit, and meddle with that they have nothing to do with- 
all. and we doe not like that, fort they are malitious, and 
at enmitie with us: ſome are not of our fide, &c. And 
though none of theſe things be faults, yet people ſtum- 
ble at them. It therefore much availes, with what affe- 
ions we come to heare. The ignorant and ſcandalous, 
the ſuperſtitious and factious, are juſt offences, unfit to 
be Teachers, But doe not lay a ſtumbling- block in thine 
own way, becauſe the perſon is not in eve ry reſpec ſuch 
a one as thou deſireſt. If thou wert on the Scaffold to 
be beheaded , thou wouldſt welcome a pardon,though 
brought by the hand of a perſon , not ſo well thought 
of:lo &c. 

4 Fourthly,a ſavour of death , becauſe people doe 
notheare the words , as the word of God, but of man. 
People doe not cometo it , nor look upon itas an ordi- 
nance of divine authoritie , but an exerciſe of humane 
wit and charitie , and accordingly they doe not receive 
it with reverence and faith; but with the head , with ap- 
plauſe or diſpraiſe,according as the matter is carried. See 
1. Theſſ. 2. 1 3. Tee received it not as the Word of men, but as 
it ij in trmthrthe word of God ; thats the right way of te- 
ceiving heavenly truths, not becauſe we ſay it, but be- 
cauſe it is Gods word ; and thats the true way to pr ofit 
by what we heare ; for, then it worketh effectually in 
them that believe. An ordinary retainer to a Kings 
Court may tell what the Embaſſzdours meſſage is, but 
thats of no reſpect, unleſſe the Embaſſadour doe deli- 
ver it,as from his Maſter that ſent him: So ,&c. 

I have ſeene it printed, and heard it ſpoken by way of 
complaint, that the ordinances now adaies have loſt their 
converting power. And well it may be ſo, when as gif- 
ted men are heard with equal reſpect to Gods Miniſters. 
Gifted men are like but a retainer to the Court, ; they 
cannot preach inthe name of the Lord; they cannot lay 
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obedience upon mens conſcience;and why ? Becauſe the 
Lord hath not ſent them: the Lord ſpeaks not by chem, 
they ſpeake of themſelves. And ſince they are cried up, 
and Gods meſſengers d ecried, the conſcience of the hea- 
rer is at libertie, to obey , or not obey the word. And 
doubtleſſe much is to be laid to their charge for the ge- 
nerall contempt of the Goſpell preached: its made a 
matter of indifferencie whom we heare &c, Beware of 
that errour. See Mat .7. 29. For, he taught them, as one 
having autority. So muſt we preach, and ſo muſt you 
heare. | : 

For Conviction, Becauſe ſome gather poyſon from the 5 2 
ſweeteſt flowers, & from the moſt wholeſome truths, fro 1 5g 
the Doctrine it ſel fe; ſuch is the blindneſſe of ſome, and ** 
the petvetſneſſe of other mens wits & reaſonings. 

As for Example, the Comfortable Doctrine of Predeſti- 
nation yeelds a deadly ſavour to -ſome; for, thus they 
argue; If God have appointed, who ſhall be ſaved, and 
that none ſhall be ſaved but the eleR, then (ſay ſome) 
To what end ſhould the Goſpell be preached to repro- 
bates? In vaine is all prayer, preaching, and holy En- 
deavours ? If we be not elected, All our ſtriving is in 
vainezif we be elected, we ſhall be ſaved, though we doe no? . 
take ſuch paines about ſalvation . &c. This Doctrine 
you ſee yeelds a deadly ſavout to ſome, its made a cloagk 
to careleſneſſe and ſecurity. : 

Firſt, conſider the natute of Gods decree; it is not a 1 
{1 mple abſolute, peremptory ordayning of an end with. **** 
out meanes;Gods AR electing is Relative and Copula- 
tive with reſpect unto Chriſt, Eph. 1.4. He choſe ad in 
him, that we ſhonld be holy and without blame before him 
in love, with 2 Th. 2.13. We are bound to give thankes 
o God for you,brethren; Becauſe God hath from the Begin» 
ning choſen you to ſalvation through ſanttification of the 
ſpirit, & beliefe of the truth. Tim. 2. 21. If a man therefore 
purge himſelfe from theſe, he ſhall be a veſſell of hancur &. 

Thele things are conjoynedgzGods elect are not a profane 
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berren,uncleane kind of people, good for nothing, but 

holy, pure, ftuitfull, and by ſuch good workes is our cal- 

ling made ſure, 2 Pet.1.10.And the proper teſult of this 

Doctrine is this, I will ſtrive to be holy, to purify my 

conſcience from all iniquitie. They which make Religt- 

on their buſineſſe&c. have the ſeal of Election upon 

their hearts. Hence they thus reaſon; Is not the know- 

ledge of my election unto life, worth all the paines, that 

I ſhall take to attaine it? and worth allithe ſweete fins 

which I amo relinquith for it: will all the world be able 
to recompence the loſſe of my ſoule? of my God ? what 

ſtronger motive to Godlineſſe, can be propoſed to an 

nnconverted ſoule? Secondly, eſpecially confidering 
that this Doctrine does not tell any man in particular, 
that he is a Reprobate;noe man can know it by himſelfe, 
becauſe thy preſent ſins are not above Gods Grace,God 
is above thy naughty heart;zand therefore we preach the 
Goſpell of ſalvation to men, as ſinners, (not as elect or 
reprobate) to all ſinners without exception; we bid them 
come to Chriſt, and he will heale them. We challenge 
all the world to name one man or woman, that ever 
repented in vaine, and praied or ſought God in vaine. It 
is a dangerous temptation of the Devill, in ſtead of obey- 
ing the Goſpell, to be inquiſitive in the firſt place, whe- 
ther we be elected or not; obey, and thou art Elected. 
1 Th. 1. 4, 5,6. Knowing, brethren beloved your election of 
God: for, our Goſpell came not unto you in word onely but in 
power and in the holy Ghoſt and in much aſſurance, as ye 
know What Cc. Therefore art thou a ſinner? then Rea» 
ſon thus, Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, 
the cheife of finners; Preach this Goſpell to every Crea- 
ture that every creatare may havea ground to believe 
and live;for,who ſoever commeth unto him, he will in 
noe wiſe caſt off. Reafonthus, The Lord freely offereth 
mercy,if I will but forſake my (ins. {He aſſures me, that if 
I ſeeke & ſtrive I ſhall not ſeek in vaine; that he awaites, 
that he may be mercifull unto me:; that where the meanes 
are 
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are uſed, the end will be obtained. Bleſſed arte they, that 
hungre & thirſt after tighteouſneſſe.Praying, Preaching, 
and ſeeking, are not in vaine; fot every one that ſeeketh. 
findeth Lak. 11.9 10. Aſkg,and it ſhall be given unto you: 
ſeeks, and yee ſhall find c. It was a good ſaying of Sarah 
”"_ to a Gentlewoman in ſpirituall diſtreſſe, goe, ſay 
to God. heale me, I have ſinned, heale my backſlidings. 
Oh but I am no better for ſaying it,when | have no heart 
nor ſpirit to pray,yet(quoth Sarah MWigbt) day it, though 
you be not better, becauſe God bids you ſay it, Say it, 
and ſay it againe, till he heale you: it may be he will 
come in, when you ſay it; if you can but ſay it with 
your lips,the everlaſting Armes of God can reach you, 
when you cannot reach him; wee muſt looke at Gods 
revealed will, that we ſhould pray and waite on him in 
his waies. Petey bid Simon Magn Pray. In preaching 
the Goſpell, light, motion, — power goes out to all, 
which they that reſiſt, periſh, not becauſe they could not 
beleive, but becauſe they teſiſt and refuſe to obey. What 
you encouragement to holineſſe and to duty, to ſtu- 

y of piety, and Chriſtian endeavours after Grace? This 
they do ſavour, that ate ſaved, 


The doQtine of free grace &redemption is a ſavour of 2 Inſtance. 


death to ſome,it hardens themto ſecuritie. Thus ſome in- 
fer upon it, Chriſt hath done all, we muſt not thinke to 
be ſaved by duties, or by ordinances, by humbling our 
ſelves, &c. thats legall. Therefore others ſay, the Goſ- 
pell offers mercy to all ſinners, at all times. What of 
that? Therefore there's time enough to come in, and be 
ſaved. This is a deadly inference too; an inference of 
death to thee, But the ſaved ones gather life of it, O 
here's comfort for me, Imay freely come to God, accept 
of peace and be one with him ; 1will not caſt away his 
mercie, I will not put a ſcorne upon his offer of reconci- 
liation. Chriſt hath done all, that a Chriſt or a Mediatout 
ought to doe, both for purchaſing and applying ſalvati- 
on to me; I muſt now doe what a ſinners part * 
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ly) to accept of it. to humble himſelfe, and pray & obey 
him, and live to him, that gave himſelfe for me. Chriſts 
part is to give & beſtow the graces of faith, repentance, 
and humiliation. But it is the ſinners part to exerciſe 
_ Free-grace does not ſet the heart at libertie to 
luſts. | | 

In the doctrine of free-grace & redemption by Chriſt 
God hath this purpoſe, and aime (namely) to ſhew a vis 
ſible ground, upon which all humbled ſinners might ac- 
cept of peace. And likewiſe that there might be a viſible 
rule of tejecting all, that wilfully contemne their owne 

eace. | { 044: Yo 
/ The doctrine of free will: The Goſpell teacheth that 
we are dead in ſinnes and tre ſpaſſes, unable to taiſe our 
ſelves to ſpitituall life. And that it is the ſpirituall grace 
of God, by which we are converted and raiſed. This 
yeelds to ſome a deadly inference, therefore in vajne i 
the uſe of meanes urged, and people leave all to God in 
a brutiſn way, ſaying as it pleaſeth God, it in God that 
muſt doe it for ua, we have"no power of our ſebyvss &c. 
This is a deadly inference, it ſlaies many a ſoule. Where- 
as in other affaites, we reaſon quite contrary ; | am ſicke 
and cannot help my ſelfe, therefore 1 will goe to the 
Phyſitian; cannot read nor write, therefore I will goe to 
ſchoole to be taught. I cannot tell how to make a gar- 
mengito till the ground, &c. Therefore what ſhall ] ſay? 
I mult refer all co God;nay, but therefore I will get the 
skill &c. The ſaved ones will make other concluſions 
from ſuch doArines; becauſe we have no ſtrength, no 
help on earth,therefore Iwill to my prayers, to the or- 
dinances to get help from heaven. Thus it is with Gods 
ordinances and the pretious truths thereofas with phy- 
ſick, itis given for the Patients good, but many times 
through the diſtemper of his body , it doth him hurt. 
Thus wholiome doctrine through mens perverſe reaſo- 
nivgs doth turne to their deſtruction , through thoſe 
falic hatdning intciences, is a favour of death, 9 
c 
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ledſt the Lord be once provoked to give up obſtinate 
ones to their own hearts luſts, permitting them to daſh 
againſt Chriſt and other meanes of eternall life , and ſo 
through his juſtjudgement they be blinded to their end. 
leſſe miſetie and miſchiefe:as P/.S1.11,12, But my peo- 
ple would not hearken to my voice, and Iſrael would none of 
mezſo I gave them up to their owe hearts luſts , and they 
walked in their own counſelles So oh 9.39, For judgement 
I am come into the world, that they n hich ſee, might be made 
blinde: wretched (inners who acknowledge their owne 
jgnorance,they ſhall ſee: But they which think they are 
wiſe, too wiſe tobe taught, they ſhall be delivered up to 
the blindneſſe of their own hearts, Which made an An- 
cient ſay , They that have deſpiſed Gods inviting will, 
ſhall feele his reverging will. 


Goe home, conſider, howꝰtis with you, if the Mini U/e 1. 


ſtrie have proved a ſavour of life to any of you, praiſe 
his mercy for it,it proceeded from the father of lights; 
But if a dead thing, and unſavorie upon your ſpirits, 
blame your ſelves, ſearch and you ſhall finde, that ſome 
of the forementioned diſtempers have been the occaſion 
theerof. Goe over the particulars ; Through your own 
fault it is, that the word of life yeelds no lively favour 
to your ſoules, &c. 


For conviRion and humiliation; Look to it, the 2 Signe- 


word worketh one way or gther,if not to life, it will be 
unto death; it is ſharper then a two-edged ſword , which 
cuts on both ſides, for the hardning or converting of the 
ſinner: if a man believe and obey it, it is life to him, it 
brings about his good and ſafetie; if not, it falleth a wor- 
king alſo to augment his naturall blindneſſe & hardneſſe, 
— to binde him guiltie unto judgement; it alwaies hel- 
peth or hurteth the heater. Therefore you ſhall do well 
to obſerve what fort of working it hath upon you, that 
ſo you may be framed to the better by it. Obſerve under 
which effect of it you lie; is it a favour of life or of death 
to you? 

E Fot 
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For your Humiliation , and to break the heart to re- 
pentance, l will give foure Convictions, whereby it may 
appeate to your owne conſcience , that it is a dead, unſa- 
vorie,unfruitfull thing unto you, that you never yet did 
relliſn any thing of lie in it. 

1 The firſt is, Becauſe you take fo little delight in it, 
and fo little paines about it: for, tis the propercie of e- 
vety bleſſed man to delight in the law of God, to medi- 
tate in it, to walk in it both day and night, P/ I. 1. 2. My 
delight and my counſellouts, P/ 119. 24. How doth his 
foule break out in holy longings and love to the law of 
God? And alſo to take paines for this bread of life; the 
Queene of the South came from the uttermoſt parts of 
the earth to heare the wiſdome of Solomon, Mat 12 42. 
Whereſeever the carka (ſe is, thither will the Eagles be ga- 
thered together. As Eagles by a naturall inſtinR flie to 
their food; ſo where Chriſt is preached, believers by the 
motion of the ſpitit, will teſort to him. Can yee taſt ho- 
nie, and no ſweetneſſe in it? Can yee want bread, & take 
no paines for it? T ake u. and all we have for Bread, ſaid 
they to peſephe you labour for meat, that periſheth , be- 
cauſe there's life in it: ſo would you after the meat, that 
endure th to eternall life, if yee did relliſh it. 20h 6.27, 
Labour not for meat which periſheth , but for that meat 
which enduret h unto everlaſting life,( that is) labour more 
for eternall life: O what a deale of conttiving, & ſwea- 
ting of unwearied diligence to raiſe an eſtate? to raiſe 
— enlarge poſſeſſions? to live? And yet how it 
ſhall goe with you, and how you ſhall live eternally did 
did never put you to the trouble of one houres ſerious 
conſideration or paines:God is our chiefe good, and all 
our happineſſe conſiſts in his love, & therefore it ſhould 
be valued and ſought above all things; The very buſi- 
neſſe we have in this world is to glorifie God, and to 

ovide fora better life. And yet how little doe you ſet 

the meanes of life > You will not be at the paines to 


acquaint your ſelves or familie with the doctrine of ſal- 
vation 


— *” _ 
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ration. I cannot perſwade you to read the Bible, and 0+ 
ther good books,or to learne the grounds of Religionin 
ſome Catechiſme, or to ſanctiſie the Lords day in holy 
— of prayer, ſelfe examination, Heating the 
word. 

( Nay, with much coldneſſe do you come to the con- 
gregation) Theſe things are burdenſome, irkſome, unſa- 
vorie to you, you finde no life in this holy courſe; and 
why? Becauſe you are dead ſoules. Let me ſpeake unto 
you Husbandmen, Tradeſmen, and Labourers, conſider 
your waies, and your daies ſpent in toyle and labout, up 
to worke early, there s much to be done, in the mornings 
no time, in the evenings the head is heavie, untic for ſpi- 
rituall matters The Sabbath is your day, God in mercy 
provided it for your reſt, for your ſoules — alſo; 
yet that day is too much from your worldly buſineſſe- 
In the morning, goe ſee ſuch a piece of ground , or ſuch 
a parcell of ſheep,or ſuch a cuſtomer, & then to Church 
if time be left: poore ſoules , what doe you thinke? Is 
this to delight in the word? O how little doe you ſet by 
heaven? If you did but take halfe ſo much paines and 
delight for heaven, as for the world, I ſhould think, you 
did finde ſome ſpitituall life in the word. 

I ſpeake to you, Careles daughters, perhaps once in 
the day you give us the hearing; and ſay at home the 
other part; you trifle away the Sabbath-mornings about 
Children: you ſpend idly as much time, as your neceſſa- 
ry affaires of houſe require, therefore yee cannot come 
to Church; perhaps in the afternoone , yee have ſome 
Cloaths to mend,or ſtarch:This providing for,and trim- 
ming ofthe body is your Sabbath-daies worke ,as if you 
were borne to be drudges and poore,and fo to the grave. 
O what a fearefull ſpitit of ſlumber is upon our people? 
(Not more ignorant, earthly-minded in any pariſh ) 
there is no ſigne that you relliſn the Miniſtrie of the 
word, as a word of life, you taſte no ſuch thing in it, all 
your carriage ſavours of death; if you had life in 

E 2 
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Concluſion, 
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it, yon would have love to it, and thinke nothing too 
much , that you could poſſibly doe. You would, have 
zeale to rouze you,and faith, like the ſpring in a watch 
to ſet all the wheeles of your ſoules agoing. The zeale of 
thy houſe bath even eaten me up. 

1 conclude with that of Heb. 1 2.16, Locke diligently, 
legft there be any Fornicator, or prophane perſon, 4a 
Eſau: who for one morſell of meat ſold his Brih-right: 
He relliſhed good in the morſell of meat, none in his 
Birth-right. E/a# muſt have food; what ? with the loſſe 
of his Birth. rĩghtꝰ The Conſtant call of the Scripture is, 
Strive to enter in at the ſtraight gate. Work out your ſal - 
vation with feate and trembling. Walk preciſely not as 
fooles, but as wiſe. Conforme your ſelves not to this pre- 
ſent world. The judgement of the carnall world is other- 
wiſe; Theſe rules are too ſtrict, and preciſe , if we live by 
them, we ere as good goe out of the world. O are yee 
wiſer thin all the world ? Shall 1 make myſelfe a 
laughing-ſtock to the world? Nay;but will you be wiſer 
then God? 


2er. 2, 16. 


He third Conviction followes, whereby it may ap- 

peare to your conſciences, that hetherto the Goſpell 
hath been but a dead and unſavorie thing upon your ſpi- 
rits, and that is by the little account of any ſpirituall 
good received by all that you heate; it hath left dead 
hearts, dead, untenued affections, under an outſide pro- 
feſſion; you have not felt the experience of the things 
taught and heard, you doe not underſtand it feelingly; 
it affects not, it alters not the judgement, nor affections. 

There is a twofold knowledge of matters in Religion; 
the one is by rule, the other is by proofe, triall, or expe- 
rience; the one is gotten out of the letter of the Scrip- 
tureonly, & ſo men have it but by rule; the other is lear- 
out ofed the ſcripture too: but it is felt to — — 
wor 
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ſword of the ſpirit for the bettering of us. As inal) 
trades and ſciences, there is a knowledge which one get- 
teth by rule and inſttuction only, yet for want of experi- 
ence. when, where, & how to buy, ſell. plant, &c. he may 
decay and grow behind hand: So the Chriſtian hath not 
only the rule, but the proofe of his knowledge, how it 
hath been effectuall to aſſure him of his own ſalvation, 
to change his heart, to comfort, to overcome temptati- 
ons, how good God is in his waies, &c. He is the true 
Chtiſtian indeed to theone it's a dead, to the other a live- 
ly ſavour)As for example, He that only reads in a booke, 
that he is miſerable by nature, and what his ſoule ſtands 
in need of, but never felt himſelfe miſetable, nor felt his 
ſeverall wants, is dead, while he liveth. He that reads in a 
book, or heares in a Sermon, what repentancc is, what 
the cleanſing of the heart is, what ſtriving of the ſpirit a- 
gainſt the fleſh is, &c.Bur never felt his owne heart purg- 
ed, his owne conſcience ſtricken with feares, &c. This man 
hath a rule, but not the ſavour of life in the Goſpell. To 
read or heare of comforts is one thing , to feele them in 
the conſcience is another. Tis one thing to be of ſuch a 
judgement in matters of religion , to hold ſuch and ſuch 
principles,to be right in his tenets, and to hold that men 
muſt be religious. Tis another thing to be ſo, to feel our 
nnkindneſſe to Chriſt, our deadneſle of heart to him, 
our pantings and longings after Chriſt. A man by the 
light of Scripture may confeſſe. that God is the beſt por- 
tion, that he that enjoyes God, hath all, that all earthly 
things are periſhing contentments; yet will not for Gods 
ſake, for conſcience ſake, forſakeany thing, This mans 
judgement ſaies, that God is our chiefe Cod, but his 
heart and affedtions never ſaid ſo. But he that can take 


up a Croſſe to follow Chriſt , deny himſelfe, cut off a 


right hand for righteouſneſſe ſake , he ſaies indeed, and 
in heart, God is my portion, God is my chiefe good. The 
ſavour of Chriſt: knowledge doth import a ſenſitive expe- 
perimentall feeling knowledge: ſuch as we have of — 

2 3 that 


that it is hot, of honie, that it is ſweet, &c. Taſte ſweet- 
neſſe in obedience. 

4 (onvittion, Look what it is, that does moſt affect thee in a Ser- 
mon, What matter? what manner of preaching ? There 
is much to be diſcerned by mens praiſes ot diſpraiſes , li- 
king. or diſliking in this kinde, Imagine a carnall and 
ſpirituall heatet conferring about a Sermon: was it a 
good Sermon? Ves. What was the docttineꝰ What was the 
reaſon,what have you learnt by it My memory is ſhort. 
A good ſermon, and you get no good by ft > What did 
moſt affect you, O'twas a deep ſermen. He did handle 
the Antinomians notably , or he did worthily; conſute 
the errours of the times. What elſe did you | ke? Hu 
manner 7 deliverie,it was delivered in good language. & 
a good ſtile, and I like it well to have good matter cloa- 
thed in a good dteſſe. Vea but what was there of Chriſt 
in it? that might cleanſe the heart , bring one into par · 
don of (in,crucifie your luſts , build you up in holineſſe, 
make you ſound in repentance? Nes it was a morall good 
ſermon) O but ſaid the ſpirituall man, may not you heare 
ſuch preaching all daies of your life, and yet be never the 
wiſer for your ſalvation? If you ſavour that which is but 
the naturall frothy part, that which is leaſt worthyof no- 
tice in that work, are yee not carnall? if you commend 
and love that which you leaſt underſtand , and be plea- 
ſed beſt with that which doth cickle the eare, — not 
rectifie the conſcience, are yee not carnall? your carnall 
judgement in this point bewraies , that the Miniftrie is 
not a Miniſtcie of life and power to thee , but of forme 
and moralitie,of good order; that it has not carried you 

beyond placing your religion in Baptiſme, in Church - 
Conſticutions,in outward garbs,and the ſmaller matters 
or bark of religion ; your ſoules all the while being un- 
acquainted with the eſſentialls of Religion in power, & 
ritie,in joy, in tighteouſneſſe, in peace, in aflarance of 
alvation, Whereas for the matter, that ſermon is beſt, 
wherein we manifeſt the truth, and commend our ſelves to 
the 


(19) Ip 
the conſciences of nien in the ſight of God, 2 £042 And 
for the manner, that is beſt which is ſer forth wor i» the 
enticing words of mans Wiſdome,but in d:monſtration of tht 
[pirit and power,1 Cor,2:3. It is a curſe to have the Gol» 
pell ina ſtrange tongue, and ſo in a ſtile & frame of words 
not eaſily underſtood by the people. 1 C vr. 14 9. Except 
yer utter Words eaſie to be underſtood, how ſhall it be knowne, 
What i ſpoken? For, yee ſhall ſpeake into the ayre. The A- 
poſthe doth reprove their catnall judgement in this 
point, becauſe they ſo much admired the gift of congues 
ver. 20, 21. Itsa childiſh thing to be delighted with 
words, ver. 21. It is a jadgement, to have the Goſpell in a 
way not underſtood; it is a ſigne God is not pleaſed to 
make the ſame a meanes of converſion. And therefore, 
foraſmuch as God doth make uſe of languages and 
tongues for a puniſhment;it is not fit matter of boaſting 
or glorying. | 

2 . Carnall jadgement; Come we to their diſpraiſes; 
How doe you like the ſermon ? I doe not like it, twas no- 
thing but ordinary matter, yea ſcatce fit for a Sermon; he 
reproves ſuch petty faults , as ſleeping and playing with 
children and dreſſing our ſelves, & c. There's nothing of 
ſtudy of learning in it. He may preach after that rate 
all day long, &c. Tis dead and unfavorie matter. Well, 
view it againe, ſuch matterw as delivered, upon what oc- 
caſionꝰ Why his doctrine from the Text was, that many 
heare the word to their hardning;and what think you, is 
it not true? Ves, goe on, what kinde of hearers were they 
that did ſo? Why they were the ſloathfull, careleſſe, cu- 
ſtomary hearers , that doe not examine and apply the 
Truths taught, or elſe heare it as an exerciſe of wit, or elſe 
be offended at the reproofes, &c And what think you of 
it? Is not all this true? Did he not prove it? Yes; there is 
ſpirituall matter in it, much morall evill and danger diſ- 
covered,not ſo much in the action, as in the heart ; Res 
par va mag num indicium; others ſee ſpirit and lite inthat 
matter, zn evill heart of unbelie fe to lie at the — 
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Note. 


4 Doctrine. 
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if you doe compare the doctrine with the reproofes, and 
your ſoules with both, you will be found to be in a 
wrong courſe, you will be guided into a ſaving way, to 
walke in all well pleaſing before God. In their counſel], 
you will finde mercy and peace, their paths are path of 
peace to deliver you from death 

Ten cannot ſlight nor deride religion , and yet at the ſame 
time live under the ſaving operation of the word. 

The fourth docttine followes, to the ſont-to the ot her- 

But to which of theſe is it a ſavour of life, & to which 
of death, ln them that are /aved we are a ſweet ſavour 
of God unto life: in them, that periſh,a ſavour of death. 

Men are to be reckned in a ſtate of being ſaved, or 
of periſhing, according as they doe, or doe not 
receive the Miniſtry of the Goſpell, according ⁊s it is ſa- 
votie and fruitfull , and good unto them, or a dead and 
unſavorie thing upon their ſpirits((o are the perſons here 
diſtributed} God is glorified, and our Miniſtry accepted, 
both when people periſh, and when they are converted. 

Unto the ſaved ones, we are a favour of life, to the o- 
ther a ſavour of death, and an occaſion of their hard- 
ning, ob, 8.46.47. IF 1 ſay the truth, why doe you not be- 
lie veme ? He that is of God, lu areth Gods Words; yee 
therefore heare them not, becauſe yee are not of God, 
Here our Saviour diſtioguiſheth them that be of God, 
from them that be not, by their different reſpect and re- 
liſh of Gods word;they that are of God , and led by his 
ſpirit will hearken & endeavour to doe his will, t he reſt 
who are not of God, but of Satan, hate and reſiſt the 
truth. So doth Chriſt mark out his own ſheep, Job.10. 
27. My ſheep heare my voice and follow me, and I knot 
them, and give unto them eternall life. So Mat, 7.24, 
26. He compares his hearers to wiſe and fooliſh builders 
of their owne ſalvation ; the one who heareth and doth 
them is bleſſed, is ſafe from danger. Bleſſed are they, 
that heare the word and keep it. When people relliſh 
life in it, they are in the tank of bleſſed and ſaved ones; 

when 


(21) 
when they remaine dead under it, hardned in their fins, 
it is a ſad fore-runner of their everlaſting deſtruction. 
— this be ſo — an — y life and death 

ing Hypocrites ar,yea doe all in this kinde that 
a ſound Chriſtian | ds ? 

They may doe much, as Herod did to John Baptiſt, and 
Ezekiel; bearers,cap.33.31. But herein they fall ſhort, 
they doe not yeeld the word a ſincere univerſall te. 
ſpect & obedience;they heate, but doe it not;theyheare, 
& are offended at the word. It is the honeſt heart, that 
heares &brings forth fruit with patience; an hypocrite, 
may do much, but he cannot do this; he maymake ma. 
ny prayers, heare many ſermons, uſe faſting, cleave to the 
beſt ſide, apptove of a ſound miniſtrie, forſake ſcandalous 
fi us, and be reformed in ſome meaſure by the word, &c. 
Yet this he cannot doe, he cannot with an honeſt heart 
bring forth fruit with patience; he doth not in all things 
give the word a divine power over his heart; he cannot 
yeeld univerſall obedience thereto out of love to God; 
Therefore (light not this doctrine, the power of it expreſ- 
ſed in your conſciences will witneſſe your ſoundneſſe, & 
true fellowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt againſt all temptati- 
ons. 

(P[.119.161.) My heart ſtands in awe of Godt word; 
you dare not reſiſt any truth, that yee heare, but you will 
yeeld unto it, make conſcience of it, deſire and endea- 
veur to obey it, and put it in praiſe. This Iſay will wit- 
nefſe with you and for you, 1. Th 1.5. Fog the Goſpell 
came not unto you in word only, but alſo in power. 

Of Exhortation; Therefore come to the Miniſtrie; as 
to an ordinance wherein life and death are ſealed. Take 
theſe Motives. You muſt live for ever in heaven, or in heli 
and the queſtion muſt be reſolved upon our obeying, ot 
not obeying the Goſpell. Therefore bethinke thy ſelfe, 
what thou wert beſt to doe? is not heaven worth all the 
fins, which the word would crucifie in thee? And will 
thy unſubdu'd luſts , * pleaſure thereof _—_— 

men 


* 


2.C Motive 


(22) 

mends for all the torments, which the diſobedient are 
ſure to endure in hell ? Is thy conſcience convinced of 
this truth ? If it be, how dareſt thou now goe on in thy 
common carelefle coveſe againſt the light of the word 
in thy own conſcience > How dareſt thou live as looſe · 
ly? heare as careleſly? Spend the Sabbath as profanely? 
ſubber over the worſhip and ſervice of God as ſlightly as 
—— thou haſt done? To have this queſtion reſol · 
ved on thy fide , me thinkes thy heart ſhould breake 
through all oppofitions , ſcornes and temptations, and 
forthwith ſet thy ſelfe wholly about the worke, and to 
caſt off every weight, and with full reſolution of heart 
to lay thy ſoule at the feet of Chriſt , and his Miniſtrie, 
and ſay, Lord, here l am, what wilrthou have me to doe? 
Doe with my heart, and mould it to thine owne minde 
will, 

Confider the terrour of the Lord againſt all wilfull 
people, that deſpiſe the ſavour of life: depart from mee 
— workers of iniquitie into the place of torments; you 

now, the Sodomites ate in an ill caſe in hell; yet it ſhall 
be more tolerable for Sodom thin for thee ; they ſinned 
againſt the light of nature, tho againſt the light of the 
Goſpell;they againſt the Law, thou againſt the Remedie, 
againſt the mercy of a Redeemer, Heb. 10 29. Of how 
muah ſorer puniſoment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought 
Worthy, who bath trodew under foot the blood of the 
covenant c.Woe to poore ſinners for their madneſſe a- 
gainſt their own ſoules. Conſider your caſe;art thou able 
to beare the wrath of God for ever? When he ſhall 
come in flames of fire , taking vengeance on them that 
know him not, and obey not the Goſpel! of his Son, 2. 
Theſ. 2. 10. Thou canſt not endure the voice of the Cock, 


- of a poore Miniſter,that awakens thy conſcience ; How 


then wilt thou endure the voice of the Trumpet, Ariſe 
yee dead, and come io judgement? Death is terrible, & ſick» 
neſſe is painfull;thou canſt not endure thy finger in the 
fire one houre , how then wilt thou endure * 

re. 


fire> The tooth-ake,the ſtone, the Gout make thee roat 
and cry out, O Lord help me: the torments of hell made 
Dives cry aut, Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger 
in water to coole my tongue: you that will cry out then 
pity,pity a poore tormented ſoul, ſhould doe well to 
pity your ſelves now,when we cry out unto you to pit- 
ty your own ſoules; if thou wilt be entreated to pity 
thy ſelfe, thouwilt need no mans pity then; but here's 
your miſery,& our infelicitie, you will n ot believe your 
own miſerie,you will not believe our report, if you did 
believe it, you would ſoone caſt away every ſin that han- 
geth on ſo faſt, you would no longer ſtand off, but deli- 
ver up your ſoules into Chriſts doctrine to be transfor- 
med, renued,and moulded by it;you would preſently 
enter into a ſtrict covenant with God to be his people, 
ou would never content your ſelves wi th a cold, for- 
mall, liveleſſe profeſſion, but labour for the life of grace, 
and that too, while the day of grace doth laſt, Heb. 3. 14. 


It will torment you one day, to remember , what yee 3 Motive. 


have loſt, what bleſſed opportunities, which cannot be 
recalled;to remember how eagerly the world was purſu- 
ed, when your ſalvation lay at ſtake, & if you had ſpent 
but one of thoſe yeares to get the knowledge of Chriſt 
unto unfeined converſion, you had been for ever hap- 
py, whereas now your miſerie is paſt recoverie, and all 
through your owne fault and doings, It will cut you to 
remember, how often did the Miniſter call upon me; 
how faine would he have had me to be ſaved, to be con- 
verted, and eſcape theſe torments, but I would not: I 
counted him mine enimie, I made a jeſt of his compaſſi · 
onate beſeechings; when he cold me'twas not well with 
me,and ſhewed me my own heart ; I thought him too 
buſie with other mens eſtates ; though he were more 
willing ro ſave me, then I my ſelfe to be ſaved: How freſh 
will theſe things come into thy minde & gnaw thy heart, 
like a worme; thou wilt bea terrour to thy ſelfe. What 
will yee doe aow upon theſe Motives ? reſolve for life, 
before God take you = — bis you 
INIS. 


